


hurricanes. Abandoned buildings such as
St. Patrick’s Church in lowa City become
feral cat hostels overnight; and our
solution was to trap the inhabitants,
transport them to a local veterinary
clinic for a check-up, shots, and the
all-important neutering procedure, let
them rest up a bit, and then land them
at RoZie’s farm.

Arley really is touchable!

RoZie would then secure them in a large
caged-in area for a fortnight or so,
orienting them to feeding times, litter
boxes, human presences, voices, and, if
possible, human hands. The cat slowly
gets over its fear.

Since we live in a college town, some
of these cats were not as wild as they
seemed, at first, although others are
what RoZie calls “Fifty-footers,” the
idea being that distance is about as
close as you are ever going to get to that
particular cat. When she releases them,
she says, “If you want to live here, you
are welcome; you will have food and
fresh water daily, and there is plenty of
shelter or places to hide from me, or the
elements,” since RoZie’s place is a farm,
after all, with several outbuildings and
a barn.

It seems that most of the cats listen up,
and stay on. Some she may not see for
months, or ever again, but the work goes
on, at eight different feeding stations.
Some of the cats grow tame enough that
they come to hand, which makes it easier
to administer de-wormers and flea/tick
medications. For the wilder ones Rozie
uses a netting pole. They all get to the
vet when they need it.

JCHS P.O. BOX 2775

So the world RoZie has created would
seem to be self-sustaining, except for
two things. Her expertise in dealing with
these feral cats couldn’t be simply bought
or acquired overnight, and, in terms of
dollars, a project like this is somewhat
expensive. More people and businesses
need to join the movement and start
caring for their own neighborhood
ferals.

| donate money to the humane society
and to other organizations that deal
specifically with the feral cat population,
and the trap-neuter-release programs
springing up around the country. Of
course | have also trapped a few of my
own over the years as well. It seems like
a small thing to do, and cheaply bought,
for the large consequences it brings.

Every time | see our little Claire on her
perch, well-fed and sassy, watching
the passing parade of songbirds and
chipmunks in our yard, | thank God for
people like RoZie and those who are
involved in the trapping and spaying of
cats. Claire just happened to be quite
domesticated, and it only took a few
weeks for her to accept us and blossom
into the lovely girl she has become.

Many, many more cats are eking out their
dumpster and cardboard box existence.
Their lives are at tremendous risk. More
and more litters have been born in the
time it took me to write this. Please take
a moment to think on this, or pray about
it. We are all, as living creatures on this
planet, approaching a kind of crisis. The
time for mercy and for giving is at hand.
It is in your hands. These innocents need
your help.

Visit Tom’s Kittydaddy Blog
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Iowa Humane Alliance:

It's New
Joy Bayshore—secretary, IHA

The seeds of lowa Humane Alliance (IHA)
were sown approximately 18 months ago
when three committed animal welfare
advocates identified the pressing need
for effective spay/neuter programs
to address the root cause of animal
overpopulation.

They also determined the need for
a group such as IHA to offer support
through alliance building among humane
organizations and to provide education
and training. In the past six months, IHA
has formed a dedicated and committed
board of directors who have begun in
earnest to establish their programs.

Describing the cat in the trap.

At the heart of the IHA plan is the SNIPS
Regional Spay/Neuter clinic that will be
opened within the next year in the lowa
City/Cedar Rapids Corridor. Along with
individuals, humane groups within the
region will be able to use the clinic to
provide low cost spay/neuter services
for their animals.

Based on the Humane Alliance model in
Asheville, North Carolina, the clinic will
serve a hundred mile radius comprising
41 Eastern lowa counties, alter 6,000
to 7,000 animals in a year, and provide
access to the clinic for animals at
remote locations through a free regional
transport system.

The clinic will also be at the core of the
TNR (Trap/Neuter/Release) Municipal
Programs. IHA will provide education and
training for colony management groups
within municipalities who will be able
to use the clinic to get their colonies
neutered.

IHA has worked doggedly and, ultimately,
successfully to get the cats in the Time
Check area of Cedar Rapids started on a
TNR program and is working with the City
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of lowa City to start a TNR demonstration
project there very soon.

Feral cat recovering from spay.

IHA is heartened by the response of
animal humane organizations who want
to join in an alliance to control animal
overpopulation. JCHS, Cedar Valley
Humane Society, Friends of the Animal
Center Foundation, and the lowa City
Animal Care & Adoption Center are just
a few of the groups that have committed
to working with IHA in its efforts to
establish high-volume, low-cost spay/
neuter programs.

Because the clinicis central to the success
of IHA’s programs, efforts are swinging
into high gear to raise money for its
opening. If you would like to volunteer
for or donate toward that effort, please
contact IHA through the website.

It's Not Just Cats & Dogs
Elizabeth Cummings

This past April, JCHS was pleased to
help sponsor a special program calling
attention to the plight of farm animals
and the tireless work national nonprofit
Farm Sanctuary does to protect them.

After the lowa River flooded last June,
Farm Sanctuary—the leading farm
animal protection organization in North
America—gained permission from State
officials to spearhead the rescue of 69
pigs in Oakville, lowa, from their flooded
confinements. These animals (and many

Elizabeth giving meds to ‘Ellen’ at Farm
Sanctuary.

piglets born to pregnant sows, later)
were safely transported to one of Farm
Sanctuary’s shelters, in upstate New
York.

They rehabilitated there with help from
lowa City resident Elizabeth Cummings,
who volunteered in this effort for two
months. Since that time, most of the pigs
have been placed at private acreages
or other sanctuaries, where they will
live out their natural lives. Elizabeth
returned home in the fall, soon devising
ways to continue to help farm animals,
including putting on fundraisers, writing
articles, and tabling here and there.

“I wanted to do more, though,” Elizabeth
said. “I wanted to have an expert in the
field of both farm-animal protection and
agriculture bring the facts to our state,
which leads the nation in pork and egg
production, both of which entail cruel
confinement practices. The person best
suited for this job was Gene Baur, Farm
Sanctuary’s co-founder and president.

| invited him on a whim in November,
and in January | got the OK. From that
point on, | dreamed up a public-outreach
program of 10+ events held in lowa City,
Cedar Rapids, and Des Moines.

There were costs involved, though, and
| felt uncomfortable asking for donations
during this economic downturn. To
my surprise and delight, a handful of
individuals and groups offered help. The
Johnson County Humane Society and
Spay lowa graciously donated two $100
sponsorships and helped turn my dream
into a reality.

Gene Baur speaking at Prairie Lights.

This funding allowed me to cover the
majority of expenses associated with
Gene’s stay in lowa, as well as some of
the refreshments and equipment needed
at speaking venues. | am so grateful for
the generosity of the wonderful people
behind JCHS and Spay lowa!”

For more information, visit Farm
Sanctuary. If you are interested future

programming put on locally for farm-
animal protection, please contact
Elizabeth <idea@mchsi.com> or 319/358-
0134.

The Pet Food Project

For the past few years, JCHS has been
quietly helping feed hundreds of area
cats and dogs through its Food Project.

Back in 2006, Rich Houey of Paws &
More Animal Shelter of Washington, IA,
provided JCHS with contact information
for Nestlé Purina in Davenport. One
phone call to Purina set the project in
motion, and since then, more than 60
tons of pet food have been donated by
Nestlé Purina to JCHS.

Securing the load.

Here’s how it works. We contact Purina
regularly to see which products they
have in excess. This changes constantly.
JCHS always needs more food for cats
than dogs. Matching a driver (thank
you, John!), a truck of appropriate size
from U-Haul of Coralville, with a food
pickup time at Nestlé Purina is often a
challenge.

The pallets of food are taken to a donated
storage facility (thank you, Anonymous!)
where they are unloaded (thank you,
volunteers!).

JCHS members then distribute bags of
food to our foster caregivers, cat colony
managers, directly to individuals in our
community who are known to be in need,
and to both the North Liberty Food and
Clothing Pantry and the Johnson County
Crisis Center.

You may be surprised to know that there
is real need here, in Johnson County.

o JCHS foster caregivers pay for many
expenses out of their own pockets, so it’s
wonderful to be able to offer donated
pet food to them when it’s available.

o For cat colony managers who may be
caring for several dozen animals (seeing
to it that each cat is fixed, vaccinated,


http://farmsanctuary.org/

has appropriate shelter and daily food
and water, and vet care when needed),
buying food is a big expense.

Unloading in lowa City.

» People who contact us for help with
the cost of spay/neuter for their cat or
dog may also need occasional help with
buying pet food when a paycheck doesn’t
quite make it to the end of the month.

o There are plenty of good animal
caregivers in the community who visit
food pantries regularly because they
need a little extra help.

If you would like to make a large donation
of pet food to JCHS, please contact us
through our website. If you would like to
make a smaller donation, consider taking
it directly to a local food pantry. Or just
ask around your neighborhood and see
who might need help.

Homes Needed!
Janet Ashman—adoptions, JCHS

We need homes...both foster and 4-ever.
Unlike the past several years, for us, 2009
has been chock full o’ kittens. So far we
have handled 20 kittens (12 adopted).
And there are plenty more waiting to
come onboard—if only we had places for
them to stay.

Consider becoming an in-home foster
caregiver. It’s extraordinarily rewarding
work.

Here are a few of our kittens waiting
patiently for homes.

Cyrus « male « 5/4/09

Caleb, Cyrus, and Cheddar (adopted!)
were born to a feral mom in Oakville,
lowa, less than a year after the flood that
devastated the town, leaving more feral
cats than people. This litter of kittens
was fortunate enough to be handled by
the person serving as feral cat colony
manager.

Calet « male « 5/4/09

The mom cat has been spayed and
returned to her colony, thanks to the
lowa Humane Alliance (IHA), with help
from Best Friends Animal Society. IHA
intervened with a Trap/Neuter/Release
(TNR) program to keep the colonies from
growing.

Kenobe « male « 5/15/09

Kenobe, Midori, Nitro, and Brie & Phoenix
(adopted!) were born under a shrub in
lowa City. This litter of kittens was lucky
enough to be handled by an animal-
friendly couple who lived next door, and
allowed the kittens to live in safety on
their porch.

Midori « female  5/15/09

The mom cat has been spayed and now
has a good chance of becoming more
tame.

Nitrc « male « 5/15/09

Upcoming Events

* 9/11-12 (F/Sa)

lowa Women’s Music Festival—Upper
City Park, lowa City, sponsored by Prairie
Voices. Look for items donated by JCHS
at the Silent Auction (Saturday noon-
4:30pm). These will benefit our parent
fundraising organization, lowa Shares.

* 9/19 (Sa)

lowa City 4th Annual pre-Zombie March
activities—3:30pm at Happy Hollow
Park, 800 Brown St, lowa City. Visit the
JCHS table. People are being encouraged
to bring some petfood to donate. Zombie
March begins at 5pm.

By the way, September 19 is also
International Talk Like a Pirate Day.
According to our English to Pirate
Translator, “Meow! Please rub my
tummy.” is “Meow, rub me tummy.”
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* 9/20 (Su)

Friends of the Animal Center Foundation
(FACF) 8th Annual “Paws for a Cause”
—Johnson County Fairgrounds, 4265 Oak
Crest Hill Rd, lowa City.

A Dog Walk, games, and contests, will
benefit lowa City Animal Care & Adoption
Center (ICACA).

Currently Available
from the
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—

Peachy Keen, at a JCHS Adoptathon.

* 9/26 (Sa)

Another...JCHS Kitten Adoptathon—
10-2pm at Leash on Life, 432 Highway
One West (the building next to Paul’s
Discount) lowa City.

Come meet some of our kittens available
for adoption, learn more about what we
do, and help support us!

» 10/2 (F)
World Farm Animals Day

* 10/16 (F)
National Feral Cat Day

* 10/16 (F)

lowa Federation of Humane Societies
Quarterly Board Meeting—3pm, Animal
Rescue League, 5452 NE 22nd St, Des
Moines.

IFHS is the statewide umbrella group
for local humane societies, shelters,
pounds. The board sponsors educational
programs, networks throughout the
state, and sets priorities for changes in
state legislation regarding animals.

JCHS is an organizational member and
a JCHS member sits on this board.
E-mail Janet if you’d like a ride to the
meeting/conference.

» 10/16-17 (F-Sa)

lowans for Animal Welfare Conference—
5pm, Animal Rescue League, 5452 NE
22nd St, Des Moines. Presented by the
lowa Federation of Humane Societies.

Registration is $35 for adults ($25 for
students). The conference begins with
a presentation by Dr. Rob Shumaker of
the Great Ape Trust, a world-renowned
primate institute located right here in
lowa.

Sessions on Saturday will give you
the latest information about ongoing
efforts to better protect the animals of
lowa through the enactment of laws in
theState legislature; tips on how we can
build partnerships to work together more
effectively for animals; exciting ideas for
innovative programs you can implement;
practical tips for making your volunteer
program as effective as possible, and
fundraising on a limited budget.

Download the Conference Registration/
Agenda; Greetings; and IFHS Membership
form.

Antoine wishes you a “Happy Halloween!”

° 12/4 (F)

JCHS Coffee House Fundraiser—7-10pm
at Dawn’s Hide and Bead Away, 220 E
Washington St, lowa City.

Friends & Collaborators

Nobody does it alone. We’d like to
acknowledge a few other area animal
agencies that work every day to help
animals in need.

« lowa Humane Alliance (IHA)
» Witty Kitties, Inc.

» Friends of the Animal Center
Foundation (FACF)

« lowa City Animal Care & Adoption
Center (ICACA)

Dennis Cowles, DVM (Coralville Animal
Clinic) exams a cat.

« And a heartfelt “Thank You” also to
those local veterinarians who work
with us on a daily basis keeping JCHS
animals healthy and spaying and
neutering area companion animals.
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